SOCIAL STUDIES 7  Unit IB   Residents of New France
Name ______________
1.The Sovereign Council: the three leaders ruling Quebec, established by Louis XIV.

a. Governor – defense of colony, trade with First Nations.

b. Intendant – kept colony in order. (Talon was 1st Intendant)
c.  Bishop – spiritual and moral guidance; church founded schools, hospitals, and orphanages.
                    - church strong leader, even after British takeover.

2. Soldiers – defended colony from Haud. and British. Were offered land (seigneuries) if settled
                     in New France.

3. Seigneurs – Landlords, owned the land, nobility, women, or commoners. Recruited Habitants 

                        to farm land. Built house, flourmill, and church.

4. Habitants – people who farmed the land; paid to have flour ground; owed work days to 

                       seigneur. Had more freedom than European peasants.

(*The Seigneurial System was established in 1627 and was based on the European feudal system, whereby a lord, or “seigneur” was granted large tracts of land, which he would then divide up into smaller plots for new settlers, or “habitants”. The seigneur had certain responsibilities toward the habitants, eg. sheltering them in hard times, and the habitants in return owed the seigneur rents, taxes, and a few days of work a year.  See pp. 62-63 of the red textbook for more information.)

5. Coureur- de-Bois – “runner of the woods”. Independent fur traders (eventually declared illegal).
6. Merchants – ran businesses, eg. blacksmiths, shoemakers, masons, bakers. Some brought

                         goods from Europe and traded them for furs.

7. Voyageur – “traveler”. Worked for fur merchants, traveling between Montreal and fur trading

                        post of the Great Lakes, and further west.

8. “Filles-du-Roi” – “Daughters of the King”; About 800 girls sent from France between 1663 and 

                                1673; helped increase population.

9. Catholic Church/Clergy – Church (ie. bishop, priests and nuns) established schools, hospitals, 

                                             and orphanages

                                           - helped govern colony (the bishop)
                                           - clergy (priests) among the few who could read and write.

                                           - Jesuit priests – established missions among 1st Nations and wrote

                                            about New France and 1st Nations.

10. Slaves – Mostly Aboriginals taken prisoner by other tribes and sold to French. Average life 
      expectancy was 18 years old. Some were African, but they were more expensive. Average
      life expectancy was 25 years old.
