SOCIAL STUDIES 7    UNIT 6 NOTES   (“Western Expansion and the National Policy”)
I   GETTING THE WEST READY FOR SETTLEMENT
A. Treaties with First Nations

~ in order to build the railroad to BC the Can. gov’t had to negotiate treaties with First Nations, eg. Cree and Nakoda, because the Royal Proclamation of 1763 required it.

~ Canada wanted to avoid the violence occurring in the western US; the US conquered instead of negotiating, costly in lives and dollars. 
~Map on p.310 shows the order of treaties (numbered in chronological order), following where the railway would be built.

~First Nations view the treaties as “sharing” not “owning” land. No word for “owning”; the land is like water and air, indivisible. Europeans believe in owning land.
~ The Can. Gov’t put treaties in writing, insisting if it wasn’t written it wasn’t in the treaty; First Nations recorded treaties orally, and some believe certain promises were not put in writing because the Gov’t never intended to keep them.

~ First Nations and the Can. Gov’t saw treaties differently: First Nations saw them as agreements between independent nations; Canada saw them as ways to assimilate First Nations peoples, make them give up their ways and practise British ways, eventually dissolving their cultures. (See example of Treaty on p.312)
B. How did the Can. Gov’t try to assimilate First Nations peoples?

~ residential, Church-run boarding schools (only English spoken).

~ children learned English, Christianity, and farming.

~ traditional dances and celebrations forbidden.

~ Aboriginal women who married non-Aboriginal men lost treaty rights.
~ only Aboriginals who left reserves were allowed to vote.

C. Rapid Change in the West

 Drawing of Demography Pie and decrease of buffalo from p.315
D. The North West Mounted Police

~ founded in 1873, in order to get rid of Americans who were trading whisky and repeating rifles for furs at Fort Whoop-Up, Americans’ headquarters near present-day Lethbridge, causing harm to and demoralizing First Nations peoples. (see letter, p.318)
~ the first NWM Police arrived in Alberta in 1874, setting up their first headquarters at Fort McLeod; had 6 forts by the end of the year.

~ the NWMP were trusted by First Nations, and kept the peace while the railroad spread west and settlers arrived; they also advised First Nations to conclude treaties with the Gov’t.

E. The National Policy

~ Macdonald lost the election in 1873 due to the Pacific Scandal (the Gov’t had awarded the railroad contract to a man who had supported Macdonald’s Conservative party).
~ but in 1878, he got re-elected because of his NATIONAL POLICY, which is as follows:
   1. Promote Canadian Industry – tax American goods, so Canadian goods cheaper.
   2. Finish National Railway  - would take settlers to west and bring crops east.
   3. Settle the West – wanted European immigrants to settle on free land, grow crops for 
       Canada and export, and to buy Can. products. Communities would be located by railway.

F. The Railway and Chinese Workers

~ by 1885, the CPR (Can. Pacific Railway) employed 15,000 Chinese construction workers; paid less than other workers.
~ very bad working conditions: living in cramped railway cars; danger from mudslides and dynamite; mosquitoes drove them crazy.
~ many stayed and worked in lumber and cannery industries in BC, but were discriminated against; immigrating was discouraged by the “head tax”, the tax anyone with Chinese origin paid upon entering Canada; many still came between 1885 and 1920.

~ read Macdonald’s comments on the Chinese on p.321.

Read History Happens on p.324-25, “Last Spike Hammered Home!”

II IMPACTS OF IMMIGRATION ON WESTERN CANADA

A. Advertising for Immigrants
~ immigration increased greatly under PM Wilfrid Laurier in the later 1890s.
~ settling west was a priority in order to prevent US expansion into the area.

~ Clifford Sifton began advertising campaign aimed at US, Britain, many parts of Europe, NOT INCLUDING
 French-speaking countries. (See p.327 for examples of posters)
~ British settlers made up more than half the new settlers between 1891 and 1930. (See advice and photos on pp.328-29.)

~ Canadiens encouraged to come west by Bishop Grandin (in St. Albert), in order to keep Catholicism alive; many came from NE US and established Francophone communities in Sask., and AB. Canadiens very active in the west (Eg. Est. Collège St.-Jean, now part of U of A).
~ Ukrainians, Russians, including Jews who mostly settled in cities, and Doukhobors who built farms and opened factories; Polish people came, becoming farmers and coal miners (were paid poorly, and had to fight for better wages through unions and politics).
B Creation of Alberta and Saskatchewan

~ with increased settlement, the elected assembly of the NW Territories (which included all of what is now AB and Sask.) took over control from Can. Gov’t in 1891.

~ only provinces could tax citizens,  so in order to improve roads, schools, etc., Laurier was asked to create a province; he created two instead, since the area was so large, in 1905.

~ part of the agreement was that both Protestant and Catholic schools would receive funded.

CHAPTER 11 NOTES (“Citizenship in an Evolving Society”)

 Changing Roles for Women
~ in early 1900s, women, First Nations and Inuit, and people of Chinese, Japanese and S. Asian descent could not vote.

~ women were already very active in establishing humanitarian and social organizations all over the country, fighting alcoholism, dangerous factory conditions (for children too), slum conditions in cities, child abuse, and impure milk and water.

~ the women’s SUFFRAGE movement was the fight for women’s vote (called “Suffragettes”).
~ read about the women’s mock parliament on pp.346-47.

~ Manitoba was the first province to grant women the vote, followed by Saskatchewan, Alberta and BC, in 1916 (Ontario, New Brunswick and PEI followed in 1917, Nova Scotia in 1918, NFLD in 1925 and Quebec finally in 1940!) 

~ women could vote federally in 1918.

~ the “Famous Five”, five women from Alberta, including Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Emily Murphy, Louise Mckinney, and Henrietta Muir Edwards, fought for women to be recognized in the BNA Act as “persons” so that women could gain seats in the senate, in 1929. They are pictured on our $50 bills.
